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SparkSafe
Licence To Practice

“Time to face the problem”

Derek Thompson
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� Almost anyone can practice as an 
electrician in Northern Ireland.

� Unqualified and unskilled workers 
enter the supply chain. 

SparkSafe
Licence To Practice
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� PQQ’s - Focus on the Contractor 

� Lack of focus on those performing the work

� Electrical worker competencies are not clearly determined

� Subcontractors not obliged to demonstrate worker competencies

The problem..
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The has led to …

� “Race to the bottom” 
business trading conditions.

� Rogue traders enter and 
remain in the supply chain

� Decline in pay and 
conditions for qualified 
electricians

Resulting in 

� Decline in safety standards

� Poor value for money and 
decay workmanship

� Displacement of 
qualified/skilled workers

� Drop in apprenticeship 
training
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What it is?

� A unique online system that provides visibility of 
individual worker identity and workforce 
composition

� Three licence types have been established

� Electrical worker competency is validated & 
connected via the SS LtP system and embedded 
into contract terms and conditions 
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Benefits

� Sets the competent person 
apart from the unqualified 
person 

� Elevates the trade

� Improves safety

� Encourages upskilling and 
training

� Compliance with CDM 
regulations

� Removes unqualified and 
unskilled workers

� Improves quality and standards

� Rebuilds the reputation of the 
local sector
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www.sparksafeltp.co.uk

Made in Northern Ireland
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Special thanks to 

Department of Finance & Personal

Central Procurement Directorate

Centres of Procurement Excellence
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THANK YOU

MERCI


