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Who is BRE Global ?

Part of BRE Trust Group

Ensuring that products and services 
protect people, property and the planet

BRE Global works to ensure that fire, 
security, environmental and other products 
and services provide the quality of 
performance and protection that they 
should.
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Why this research ?

53,4% of fire alarms recorded in 
UK in 2011 -2012 were false 

���� 312 000 on 584 500

Estimated cost : 
£ 1 billion / year in UK
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Origin of data

Kings College London (699 cases –
400 000 m² premises) - KCL

Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes 
Fire
Authority (6612 cases - last 7 
years) - BMKFA



Fédération Internationale pour la Sécurité des Usagers de l'Electricité
International Federation for the Safety of Electricity Users
Federacion Internacional para la Seguridad de los Usuarios de la Electricidad

6

Forum Internationnal Fisuel  – Belfast / Irlande du Nord – 21 et 22 Octobre 2014

Fisuel Internationnal Forum – Belfast / NI – 21st & 2 2nd of September, 2014

What is a « false alarm » ?

A false alarm is a fire alarm signal resulting from a cause, or 
causes, other than a fire, in which a fire detection and alarm 
system has responded, such as:
• A fire-like phenomenon or environmental influence (e.g. smoke 
from a nearby bonfire)
• Accidental damage
• Inappropriate human action (e.g. malicious manual call point (MCP) activation)

• Equipment false alarms, in which the fire alarm has resulted 
from a fault in the system.
A false alarm becomes an unwanted fire signal (UWFS) when 
the FRS is requested to attend.
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Main causes

From KCL From BMKFA

Non domestic premises
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Main Solutions for KCL
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Main Solutions for BMKFA
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Main results (BMKFA)
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Domestic (BMKFA)

No enforcement in domestic premises.
Absence of umbrella organizations that seek to prov ide a uniform 
approach.

Generally domestic cooking causes the most false al arms in private 
dwellings

���� Methods to educate owners 
���� Installing appropriate detectors in and around kitch ens
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Merci – Thank you


